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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination 

1 . In response to the Final Rejection filed on 10/20/206, the applicant has submitted a 
Request for Continued Examination with an amendment, filed on 01/18/2007, amending 
independent claims 1,6, 10, and 15 to overcome the prior art reference used. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

The amended Office Action is given bellow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. Claims 1, 3, 6-12, 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McAlister et al., Patent No. 6,421,672. 

As per claims 1 and 10, McAllister et al. teach a method for disambiguating search 
results (see abstract) comprising: 

retrieving multiple database entries (multiple listings, col. 2, line 42-51) responsive to a 
database search, wherein the retrieved database entries include a plurality of common data fields 
(primary key and secondary data fields, col. 2, lines 53 and 60; and col. 5, line 6); 

processing data items in the data fields for determining whether a speech interface is 
configured to accurately render a pronunciation of data items within common data fields (see col. 
7, lines 46-63, and col. 8, lines 44-65, wherein additional processing and database are provided 
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to resolve the ambiguity of the listings when the listings disambiguation that leads to an accurate 
pronunciation is not configured.); 

based on processing, selecting at least one data field (location field, col. 3, line 45) from 
the plurality of common data fields for identifying each of retrieved database entries (Fig. 5, 
steps, 208-212), wherein data items in said selected data field comprise data items more suitable 
for uniquely identifying each said retrieved database entry (col. 3, lines 34-54, wherein the 
system uses hierarchical search pattern.to identify distinguishing information, and determines 
that the locations, along with the names, of the identified listings is more suitable to identify the 
right candidate); and 

presenting, through the speech interface (speech signal), data items corresponding to the 
selected data field for each retrieved database entry (see col. 5, lines 49-54), wherein said speech 
interface is used in conjunction with a system in which said database search is performed (see 
Fig. 1, field 34a and col. 7, lines 63-67), and wherein said speech interface provides users of said 
system with an interface for searching for information contained within a database in which said 
database search was conducted and with an interface for audibly receiving results of said 
database search, (see col. 9, lines 37-67). 

As per claims 6 and 15, McAllister et al. teach a method for disambiguating search 
results (see abstract) comprising: 

retrieving multiple database entries (multiple listings, col. 2, line 42-51) responsive to a 
database search, wherein the retrieved database entries include a plurality of common data fields 
(primary key and secondary data fields, col. 2, lines 53 and 60; and col. 5, line 6); 
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processing data items in the data fields of said retrieved database entries (Fig 1, element 
12) according to predetermined speech interface criteria (pronunciation rules, col. 5, line 23), 
said processing step including at least one processing task for determining whether the speech 
interface is configured to accurately render a pronunciation of data items within said common 
data fields (see col. 7, lines 46-63, and col. 8, lines 44-65, wherein additional processing and 
database are provided to resolve the ambiguity of the listings when the listings disambiguation 
that leads to an accurate pronunciation is not configured.); 

based upon said processing, selecting at least one data field (location field, col. 3, line 45) 
from the plurality of common data fields for identifying each of retrieved database entries (Fig. 
5, steps, 208-212) wherein data items in said selected data field comprise data items more 
suitable for uniquely identifying each said retrieved database entry (col. 3, lines 34-54, wherein 
the system uses hierarchical search pattern to identify distinguishing information, and determines 
that the locations, along with the names, of the identified listings is more suitable to identify the 
right candidate); and 

querying as to which one of said common data fields, which uniquely identify each of 
said retrieved database entries, is to be used to disambiguate said retrieved database entries, . . 
(see col. 3, lines 34-54 and Fig. 1). 

As per claims 2, 9, 11, and 18, McAllister et al. teach a method wherein said processing 
step comprises excluding, form said selecting step, data fields of said retrieved database entries 
having common data items, (see col. 2, lines 52-65). 

As per claims 3, 7, 12, and 16, McAllister et al. teach a method wherein the processing 
step further comprises: 
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detecting content within data fields of said retrieved database entries data items that are 
not able to accurately, pronounced using the speech interface, (see Fig. 6, block . .listings with 
exceptional Pronunciations"); 

excluding from said selecting step data fields having content that is not able to be 
pronounced using the speech interface, . . (see col. 4, lines 23-25, "... eliminate unlikely 
pronunciations"). 

As per claims 8 and 17, McAllister et al. teach a method comprising: 

receiving a user input specifying a data item associated with said selected data filed to 

disambiguate said retrieved database entries, (see col. 3, lines 55-65); 

presenting through the speech interface, data item: associated with said selected data 

field for each said retrieved database entry, wherein. the presenting step audibly presents a list . . 

., (see col. 3, lines 55-65 and col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 21). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. v The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-5, 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McAllister et al. in view of Gilai et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,256,630. 
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As per claim 4, McAllister et al. disclose all the limitations of claim 1, upon which claim 
'4 depends. McAllister et al. fail to explicitly teach "determining a data from said plurality of 
common data fields having data item with a smallest averagelength". However, this feature is 
well known in the art as evidenced by Gilai et al. which discloses a database accessing system 
and method comprising the step of determining a data from said plurality of common data fields 
having data item with a smallest average length, (see col. 12, part b). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
determining step of Gilai et al. in the processing step of McAllister et al., because this would 
improve the accuracy and efficiency of the data retrieval process by providing the best selected 
candidate entries (Gilai, col. 16, pages 14-23). 

As per claim 5, McAllister et al. and Gilai et al. disclose all the limitations of 
claim 3, upon which claim 5 depends. Gilai et al further teach excluding data fields having data 
items that exceed a predetermined maximum threshold . . (see col. 12, part c and col. 7, lines 
55-60). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply the similarity method of Gilai et al. (which meets the claimed limitation of 
"empirical analysis of relative ease") to the system of McAllister, because this would improve 
the accuracy and efficiency of the retrieval process by providing the best selected candidate 
entries (Gilai, col. 16, pages 14-23). 

As per claim 13, McAllister et al disclose all the limitations of claim 12, upon 
which claim 13 depends. McAllister et al. fail to explicitly teach "determining a data from said 
plurality of common data fields having data item with a smallest average length". However, this 
feature is well known in the art as evidenced by Gilai et al. which disclose a database accessing 
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system and method comprising the step of determining a data from said plurality of common 
data fields having data item with a smallest average length, (see col. 12, part b). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
determining step of Gilai et al. in the processing step of McAllister et al. because Gilai et al. 
teach one of ordinary skill in the art the benefit of determining data fields having data item with a 
small average length to improve the accuracy and efficiency of the retrieval process by providing 
the best selected candidate entries (Gilai, col. 16, pages 14-23). 

As per claim 14, McAllister et al disclose all the limitations of claim 12, upon which 
claim 14 depends. McAllister et al. fail to explicitly teach excluding data fields having data 
items that exceed a predetermined maximum threshold . . . However, this feature is well known 
in the art as evidenced by Gilai et al. which disclose a database accessing system and method 
comprising the step of excluding data fields having data items that exceed a predetermined 
maximum threshold . . .(see col. 12, part c and col. 7, lines 55-60). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the similarity method 
of Gilai et al. (which meets the claimed limitation of "empirical analysis of relative case" to 
improve the accuracy and efficiency of the retrieval process by providing the best selected 
candidate entries (Gilai, col. 16, pages 14-23). 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdelali Serrou whose telephone number is 571-272-7638. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Talivaldis I. Smits can be reached on 571-272-7628. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



A. Serrou 
2/16/07 
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